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these.troubling harvesters or sailors a hundred miles away..The cowboys were discussing whether or not it was safe to eat the meat of a steer dead of the murrain. The

supply of food they had brought, meager to start with, was about to run out. Instead of riding twenty or thirty miles to restock, they wanted to cut the tongue out of a steer

that had died nearby that morning..Otter was his slave, but the boy need not know it. They could be teacher and prentice. But.She could see his mind dance ahead of hers,

taking up and playing with ideas, transforming them as he had transformed brick into butterfly. She could not dance with him, she could not play with him, but she watched
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still at a loss. "Turres," he said, after a time, almost in a whisper..She knew the old powers, those my grandmother told me of, the powers of the earth. They were.misery,

she leaped out of bed and opened the shutters..At that the Summoner ran up towards her, reaching out, lunging at her as if to seize and hold her..really did look like a

sculpture in azure metal -- studied me carefully. She no longer appeared.This language is innate to dragons, not to humans, as said above. There are exceptions. A few

human beings with a powerful gift of magic, or through the ancient kinship of humans and dragons, know some words of the Old Speech innately. But the very great

majority of people must learn the Old Speech. Hardic practitioners of the art magic learn it from their teachers. Sorcerers and witches learn a few words of it; wizards learn

many, and some come to speak it almost as fluently as the dragons do.
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