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present..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the
Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he
went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are
not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of
El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him
to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a
comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop
wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the
young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT,
FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly
show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the
horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty knight,.Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but
none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose
hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou
Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king
is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the
king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and
whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up
the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we
shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his
vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience,
betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste.
But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the
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prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O
king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to
mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not
to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".? ? ? ? ? i. The
Woman who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.The vizier's
story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his
house and abode there the next day..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.It chanced one day that they
sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and overcame
them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up
and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and
the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure,
wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth
to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on till
they came to a precipitous mountain..Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187..Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Kohl
(159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot
xiv.When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to the
correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to
him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die,
oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when
the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince
mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went
in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for
[his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my
slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me,
Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now
she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon
in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No
passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii.
41..90. The Devout Prince cccci.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story dccccxxxiv."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el
Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked
the ebb and flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had
brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all
manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of
rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he
was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went
round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the
cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him,
'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone
with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn
back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart
endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary
night!.? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us
again, in despite of our foes!.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years
and lives, upon you ever wait!.When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who
lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and
dessert and fruits. So Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came. Then
said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in accordance with the Book of God
the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well
counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a
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number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to
man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased
not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted,
weeping-eyed..?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of
wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with
the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the
measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you
to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..When the day
departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier
said, "Know, O august king, that.Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred.
So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going
to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in
the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest
the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy
craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O king,.? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er obtain; So shall it be,
although the time seem near and the event.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved
to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his
own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer
than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell
me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;'
whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii
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